TRADITION OP THE GREAT STATE

thereby becoming but a fraction of a man. He
sees a field of activities as brightly lit, perhaps,
but as limited as the field of a microscope; and not
infrequently it is as though the microscope was a
little out of focus. There is a blurring as of things
too close to the eyes to be distinctly seen. More-
over, office usually implies a power over his fellows
which inevitably breeds first pride and then corrup-
tion in little minds. Speaking generally, an official's
pleasure in the direction and regulation of other
people's lives is inversely proportional to his mental
capacity and range. Amplification of tradition should
therefore carry us at least half-way to a solution of
this problem. Let it be granted that every child will
acquire from his parents, his teachers, and his fellow-
creatures a spacious and comprehensive outlook on
life in all its manifold aspects and relationships^ and
it follows that the suspicions, prejudices, jealousies,
the lack of sympathy and of generosity of dealing
which are too often the concomitants of officialdom
to-day, will be almost non-existent in the Great
State. It is conceivable that constitutional methods
such as change of office, short terms of office, would
suffice to eliminate whatever remains of this, the
supreme difficulty of all constructive projects.

And here perhaps I may venture to offer a few
remarks upon specialists and specialisation in
general

It is a characteristic of specialisation that it
encourages the fragmentation of human thought